113.   SPEECH AT INDIAN STUDENTS' MEETING^

LONDON,
October 13, 1931

Gandhyi, after reiterating India's fundamental claims, said he knew before
starting that these were not likely to be granted because no nation ever yet
obtained its lost freedom by mere appeal to reason. Something much more serious
had always been required. He did not suppose India would be an exception*
It was now plainer than ever that only through suffering would victory be
won, but his hope was that the suffering already endured might have created a
sufficient impression on the British mind favourable to reason and negotiation.

I must confess that, as I go on, I feel the task Herculean.
Probably nothing would come out of it, but being an optimist,
I would not give up hope in its entirety until I find nothing
more can be done. Still I pray the seed being sown now will bear
fruit m the conscience of this country and the Ministers will
feel compelled to come to terms with the nation of sufferers.2

It may be that the seed which is being sown now may
result in softening the British spirit and that it may result in the
prevention of the brutahzation of human beings I have known
the English nature in its hideous form in the Punjab. I have
known it elsewhere also, during these fifteen years of experience
and through history, I have known the same thing happening.
It is my purpose by every means at my command to prevent
such a catastrophe occurring again. I arn more concerned in pre-
venting the brutahzation of human nature than in preventing
the sufferings of my own people.

I have often gloated over the sufferings of my own people. I
know that people, who voluntarily undergo a course of suffering
raise themselves and the whole of humanity, but I also know that
people who become brutalized in their desperate efforts to get
victory over their opponents or to exploit weaker nations or
weaker men, not only drag down themselves but mankind also.
And it cannot be a matter of pleasure to me or anyone else to see

1 The meeting took place in Gower Street Hostel, Bloomsbury.   Sir Ewart
Greaves of the Indian Y.M G.A. was in the chair.

2 What follows is extracted   form   Mahadev Desai's "London Letter" in
Young India.
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